4            SHAKESPEARE'S BOY ACTORS
the women's parts in the interludes which these per-
formed, and likewise danced, tumbled, and sang, and
probably aded as a servant to the reft of the troupe.
These boys who led the rough life of wandering
minstrels were the direft prototypes of the Elizabethan
boy aftors.
The Elizabethan players were ostensibly the servants
of a nobleman whose livery they wore and whose name
was their guarantee and protection; the boys were the
servants of the aftors, The Stage was a profession to
which a child might be put without reproach, and
individual a&ors undertook to train boys whose
services they sold to the company for a wage. Philip
Henslowe's diary has an entry which reads:
bowght my boye* Jeames brySlow of william aguSlen player
the 18 of Desembg 1597 for viiju.
(F. 232,1. 26.)
and there is a later entry concerning the same boy as
follows:
the companye dothe owe vnto me for my boye Jemes
briStos wages from the 23 of Aprell 1600 vnto the xv of
febreary 1600 next after the ratte of iijs a weeke some vju ix*.
(P. 85*. LSI,)
From these two entries it may be deduced that
Henslowe regarded the boy James BryStow as a per-
sonal investment, and he allowed him to serve the
company for a wage which was payable to himself,
and not to the boy. It is interesting to compare
Sr^qVs wage with that of the child in Chapman's
$$#j? J3gjr, of whom is said by Quintiliano:
J$|^                 a sweet faced child, me thinks he should